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CHAP.XXVI. that he was dependent for supplies upon the fleet,
lying twenty miles down a river which was not navi-
gable above its position; that the acquisition of
Rung-pore was of great importance; and that regard
was to be had to the captive Assamese inhabitants,
who would have been sacrificed by a different course*
These reasons were certainly not without weight.
The possession of Rungpore involved the virtual oc-
cupation of the whole of Assam. The Burmans made
A.D. 1825. some border irruptions in May and Juno, and erected
stockades; but they were driven out by parties of
the British force, not without fatiguing marches, but
almost without fighting.
Prom Sylhet it was proposed to march a largo force
through Cachar and Manipur to make a doinonntra*-
tion against the Burmese territory in that quarter*
For this purpose about seven thousand men were
collected, and placed under Brigadier-General Slmld-
ham, who was appointed to command on the eaNtom
frontier. The attempt was made, but abandoned,
from the difficulties presented by the country and
the state of the weather. The beasts employed to
convey stores and supplies perished in vast numbotfl;
some dying of fatigue, some from dislocating their
limbs as they laboured through the plashy soil* and
others from being so deeply fixed in the miro that
no efforts could extricate them. The loss of bul-
locks, camels, and elephants was enormous*
The difficulties which had been insurmountable
by a regular force, were, however, overcome by an
undisciplined body of about five hundred men, under